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who heard him to be the best he ever made, and he threw
himself heart and soul into a cause which he believed to
be the cause of liberty in England as certainly as it was
the cause of liberty in America.
The  moment  when   Fox  crossed  the   House  in   1774
was the deciding point in the chief American issue.    Nine
years earlier Grenville, who made  the mistake of reading
the despatches from his colonial Governors, had tightened
the  administration  of those  trade  laws,  which  were   the
concrete    embodiment    of   the    mercantile    theory,   and
imposed  the Stamp Act    There followed protests In the
colonies  and   the  break - down,  from  other causes, of the
Ministry at home.    In 176^ the  Rockingham Ministry, in
the face of the King's displeasure, relaxed the commercial
regulations, and repealed the  Stamp  Act, whilst asserting
In  the Declaratory Act that England had  authority over
the colonies both in legislation and taxation.    The Rock-
Inghams   always  argued  that  the   restoration  of   friendly
feeling  in   America   showed   that,  although  they had  re-
tained the right of taxation, they had undone the mischief
which  had  followed on  Its  exercise.     To  maintain   that
spirit In  the  midst  of  the  constitutional  disputes  which
had  arisen  between   the   Governors   and   the   Assemblies
required tact and foresight, and the brilliant Minister who
became Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1767 had little of
either.     All the discontents excited by the raising of the
constitutional issue had found a more or less violent expres-
sion in the colonies, and even Chatham complained in his
correspondence  of " the infatuation of New York, and  of
the  disobedience  to   the   Mutiny  Act,  which will   justly
create a ferment here, open a fair field to the arraigners of
America, and leave no room to any to say a word In their
defence."    In May 1767 Townshend brought In his famous
measure  suspending  the  legislative  functions of the New
York  Assembly till the  Mutiny Act should be complied
with,  establishing  a  Board  of Commissioners  with   large
powers to superintend the execution of the laws relating to
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